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AGRICULTURE
COLLEGE AND DEGREE LEVEL STUDY

Riseholme College is the perfect place to
develop the practical skills and knowledge
base needed to launch a successful career
in agriculture.
As an Agriculture student at Riseholme,
you’ll learn from passionate and
experienced lecturers, with a range of
outstanding facilities at your fingertips.
We have a long and proud history of
training generations of Lincolnshire
farmers and have invested in our facilities
and resources to make sure students are
provided with the best possible platform
for success.

Riseholme has been named a new centre
of excellence for high level skills training
as part of the government’s multimillion-pound Institutes of Technology
(IoT) initiative. The Institute has been
designed to increase high-level technical
skills within industry and is a unique
collaboration between education partners
and industry specialists. Our programmes
provide students, and the agricultural
industry, with the essential skills to utilise
technology to its full potential.
Look out for the Institute of Technology
logo in this booklet to see which
programmes are directly linked.

COLLEGE LEVEL
• City and Guilds Level 1
Diploma in Land-Based
Operations

MORE FACILITIES
You will have access to a wide
range of outstanding facilities,
such as the farm, which has
recently been redeveloped
to reflect modern farming
techniques and practices. Our
Park campus includes arable,
woodland and grazing farmland.
You’ll also find a range of recently
upgraded facilities, including
our new roundhouse to house
Lincolnshire Red cattle, Centre
for Agricultural Innovation,
sheep shed and dairy unit. These
have all been designed to reflect
modern farming techniques and
practices, ensuring you’re ready
for a successful future.

• BTEC Level 2 Diploma in
Agriculture
• BTEC Level 3 in Agriculture
• Access to Higher Education
Diploma in Land-Based
Studies - Agriculture

DEGREE LEVEL

All degree programmes are subject to validation.

• HNC Agriculture
• HNC Agriculture (Crop
Production)
• HNC Agriculture (Livestock
Production)

The newly completed Centre
for Agricultural Innovation
at Riseholme is home to our
agricultural machinery resources,
workshops and dedicated welfare
centre. As well as developing their
practical skills, students have
the chance to work on research
projects to tackle issues facing the
industry, such as sustainability
and carbon footprint.

• FdSc Agriculture
• FdSc Agriculture (Farm
Business Administration)
• FdSc Agriculture (Precision
Crop Technology)
• BSc (Hons) Agriculture
(Top Up)

Around £1 million has been
invested in the Riseholme
Institute of Technology to develop
a new training facility, which is
currently under construction. It
will include classrooms, dedicated
workspaces and precision farming
technologies.

MORE CAREERS
Upon completion of a college
or degree level Agriculture
course at Riseholme,
graduates have gone on
to become farm workers,
procurement officers, land
surveyors and pesticide
handlers, to name but a few.
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Find out more @ riseholme.ac.uk

COLLEGE
City and Guilds
BTEC Level 2
LEVEL
Level 1 Diploma in
Diploma in
Land-Based Operations Agriculture

1yr
full-time 

per week
3 days
of taught sessions

1yr

starting in
January 2021

COLLEGE

LEVEL

per week
3 days
of taught sessions
per week
1 day
work placement

This is an introductory-level course that is
designed to allow students interested in a
career in the land-based sector to develop
the confidence and skills they will need whilst
studying. It makes the best possible use of the
college’s outstanding facilities and is a mixture
of Horticulture, Engineering, Agriculture and
Countryside studies.

This qualification is aimed at those interested in
plant and animal production and management
of different environments. The Level 2 in
Agriculture has been developed to provide entry
and progression into, and within, agricultural and
land management industries that fall within the
environmental and land-based sector.

WHAT YOU STUDY:

WHAT YOU STUDY:

• Safe and effective working practices
• Transportation of supplies
• Maintenance of structures, surfaces
and equipment
• Planting and establishing plants
• Habitat management work
• Animal care
• Work experience and employability skills
• English and Maths, as required

•
•
•
•
•
•

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A genuine passion for the subject and one
satisfactory reference is needed.

Farm animal production
Crop production
Work experience
Estate maintenance
Machinery operations
Maths and/or English
(if not achieved at grade 4)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or D, preferably including
English and Maths, or a Level 1 qualification in
a related subject. A satisfactory reference is also
needed.

COLLEGE LEVEL

£18,200
You can expect an average
starting salary of £13,000
and £23,400 as you progress
within your career.*
*payscale.com
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BTEC Level 3
in Agriculture

1/2yrs
full-time,
(depending
on pathway)

COLLEGE

LEVEL

per week
3 days
of taught sessions
per week
1 day
work placement

Developed with employers and professional
bodies, this qualification identifies knowledge,
understanding and technical skills needed from
you entering the sector in the coming years.
Work experience forms a large part of the study
programme with learners needing to complete
over 300 hours off-site work experience.

WHAT YOU STUDY:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Crop production
Livestock husbandry
Estate skills
Machinery operations
Work experience
Professional working responsibilities
Maths and/or English
(if not achieved at grade 4)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or C, or equivalent,
including English and Maths, or a relevant
BTEC Level 2 / First Diploma or equivalent.
A satisfactory reference is also needed.

COLLEGE
Access to Higher
LEVEL
Education Diploma
in Land-Based
Studies - Agriculture

1yr

per week
3 days
of taught sessions

full-time 

Access to Higher Education courses are
designed to prepare students aged 19+ for
a Foundation Degree. This course includes
specialist Agriculture units, enabling students
to fully tailor their study programmes to suit
their future progression or career aims. The
programme makes full use of the college’s
facilities, including our mixed-use farm.

WHAT YOU STUDY:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction to business
Higher Education study skills
Organisations, people and products
Land-based skills
Introduction to science
Science of life
Bioscience
Chemistry
Research project
Specialist Agriculture modules 			
covering crop production, livestock
production and technology

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
GCSEs in Maths, English and Science at grade 4
or C, or above or equivalent qualifications, as well
as relevant industry experience.

HNC
Agriculture

DEGREE

LEVEL

(with routes for
Crop Production
and Livestock Production)

1yr or 2yr
full-time 

part-time

UCAS
CODE:
HCAG

This programme provides an in-depth
understanding, not only of agricultural
production, but of the essential economic,
political and environmental issues which are
shaping the future of the farming industry.
Three pathways are available, allowing you to
tailor your modules to your career goals.
It is a vocational programme with an applied
nature that is emphasised throughout the
programme. There is a strong emphasis on
applying theoretical knowledge to practical
situations using our excellent facilities.

DEGREE LEVEL

£39,500
Upon completion of a degree,
you could earn £24,000
- £55,000* within the
Agriculture industry.
*prospects.ac.uk

PATHWAYS / WHAT
YOU WILL STUDY
Each pathway includes business, management
accounting and the opportunity for students
to gain skills in managing a project - providing
excellent transferable skills and enable students
to set up their own business. Additional
modules per pathway are as follows.
HNC Agriculture:
• Plant and soil science
• Land-based machinery and technology
• Livestock production
• Crop production
• Marketing essentials
HNC Agriculture (Crop Production):
• Plant and crop nutrition
• Land-based machinery and technology
• Crop production
• Plant and soil science
HNC Agriculture (Livestock Production):
• Animal health and welfare
• Animal nutrition
• Livestock production
• Crop production

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants will have a minimum of 48 UCAS
points, which may be from qualifications such
as A-Levels, BTEC Level 3 Diplomas, Access to
HE Diplomas, and City and Guilds Advanced
Technical Diplomas amongst others. You will
also need GCSE English Language at grade C/4
or above, or an equivalent qualification and an
appropriate academic reference.
Please see our website for full entry requirements.
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FdSc
Agriculture

2yr
full-time 

DEGREE

LEVEL

FdSc
Agriculture

LEVEL

(Precision Crop Technology)

UCAS
CODE:
D400

2yr
full-time 

This programme provides an in-depth
understanding, not only of agricultural
production, but of the essential economic,
political and environmental issues which are
shaping the future of the farming industry.
It has an applied nature, with each year also
including business and employment to improve
transferable skills and to enable you to set up
your own business.
Compulsory work experience is delivered
throughout the programme with a strong
emphasis upon employability, which is highly
valued by students and employers.

WHAT YOU STUDY:
•
•
•
•
•
•

DEGREE

Mechanisation
Crop production
Agricultural and the environment
Plant and soil science
Livestock science
Agronomy

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Applicants will have a minimum of 80 UCAS
points, which may be from qualifications such
as A Levels, BTEC Level 3 Diplomas, Access to
Higher Education Diplomas and City and Guilds
Advanced Technical Diplomas, amongst others.
You will also need GCSE English Language at
grade C/4 or above, or an equivalent qualification
and an appropriate academic reference.
Please see our website for full entry requirements.

UCAS
CODE:
T43F

This programme gives students the knowledge,
understanding and skills required to work at a
management level in a precision arable farming
production system.
There is also an opportunity to customise your
studies to your own career path by applying
your research skills to a project that you are
particularly interested in, which could also be
related to your work experience placement.
Compulsory work experience is delivered
throughout the programme with a strong
emphasis upon employability, which is highly
valued by students and employers.

WHAT YOU STUDY:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mechanisation
Crop production
Agricultural and the environment
Plant and soil science
Livestock science
Agronomy

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will have a minimum of 80 UCAS points,
which may be from qualifications such as
A Levels, BTEC Level 3 Diplomas, Access to
Higher Education Diplomas and City and Guilds
Advanced Technical Diplomas, amongst others.
You will also need GCSE English Language
at grade C / 4 or above, or an equivalent
qualification and an appropriate academic
reference.
Please see our website for full entry requirements.
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BSc (Hons)
Agricultural

DEGREE

LEVEL

(Top Up)

1yr
full-time 

UCAS
CODE:
DN41

This programme provides an in-depth
understanding, not only of agricultural
production, but of the essential economic,
political and environmental issues which are
shaping the future of the farming industry.
It is aimed at students who have completed a
relevant foundation degree or equivalent and
require a final year.
The programme content is specifically designed
to be appropriate to the needs of the agricultural
industry. It includes business and employment
elements to improve transferable skills and
enable students to set up their own business.
This programme is subject to validation.

WHAT YOU STUDY:
•
•
•
•
•

Global food production
Agricultural marketing
Integrated farm management
Rural business management
Dissertation

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need a relevant Level 5 qualification and
an appropriate academic reference.
Please see our website for full entry requirements.
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APPRENTICESHIPS

HOW TO APPLY

As well as our full-time college level
courses, we also offer a range of
apprenticeships in Agriculture, including:

Applications for all of our college
courses and part-time degree
programmes is via our website at
www.riseholme.ac.uk/applynow
or through Lincs2.

• Level 2 Apprenticeship in Agriculture –

Poultry Worker
• Level 2 Apprenticeship in Agriculture –

Stockperson (Beef, Pigs, Sheep, Dairy)
• Level 3 Apprenticeship in Agriculture –

Crop Technician
As an apprentice you will work alongside
experienced staff, gain job-specific skills
in the agricultural industry, earn a wage
and will be given time for study related
to your role (usually one day a week).
The entry requirements listed in this
guide are not extensive, for instance,
we will also consider the life and/or
experience of non- traditional students.
Please visit the relevant course page on
our website for full details.

For full-time degree programmes,
applications should be made via Universities
and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) www.ucas.com
For apprenticeships, you can make a
speculative application before or after
obtaining employment, or you can apply
directly for a live apprenticeship vacancy.
You can see our live vacancies at
www.riseholme.ac.uk/apprenticeships.

BE MORE AT
RISEHOLME COLLEGE
If you have any questions about
our Agriculture courses, our Student
Recruitment team would be happy to help:
www.riseholme.ac.uk
E: enquiries@riseholme.ac.uk
T: 01522 304600

